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1 . (Currently Amended) A method for determining a refinlsh colorcoLt 
composition that matches the color and color effect of a vehicle's original finish, which 
comprises in any workable order: 

(a) gathering only the VIN (vehicle identiftcation number) and manufac urer's 
paint code from a vehicle needing refinishing ift-efder to identify the matching refinlsh 
colorcoat composition; 

(b) extracting from the VIN the model year and manufacturing site rnfbr nation 
for that vehicle; 

(c) searching a database that contains the manufacturer's paint codes, refinish 
data assigned to each paint code that indicates the matching refinish colorcoi 
compositions created for that particular paint code, and alphanumeric charactfers 
fwrofeefs assigned to each refinlsh colorcoat composition that indicates the m|>del 
year and manufacturing site for which that particular refinish colorcoat compolition 
was developed; and, | 

(d) identifying the refinish colorcoat composition in the database that mLtches 
the paint code, model year, and manufacturing site extracted from the vehicle, 
thereby revealing the refinish colorcoat composition that matches the color anjl color 
effect of the vehicle's original finish. 



2. (Original) 
under a program. 



The method of claim 1 as practiced by a computer acting 



3. (Currently Amended) A method for detemriinlng a refinish colorcos t 
composition that matches the color and color effect of a vehicle's original finlsf . which 
comprises in any workable order 

(a) gathering only the VIN (vehicle Identification number), manufacturer' 5 paint 
code, and manufacture date from a vehicle needing reflnishing 4B-©«leF to iden :ify the 
matching refinlsh colorcoat composition; 

(b) extracting from the VIN the model year and manufacturing site Infbrr lation 
for that vehicle; 

(c) searching a database that contains the manufacturer's paint codes, i sfinlsh 
data assigned to each paint code that indicates the matching refinish colorcoat 
compositions created for that particular paint code, alphanumeric characters r u tmbew 
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assigned to each refinish colorcoat composftion that indicates the model year and 
nnanufacturlng site for which that particuiar refinish colorcoat composftion was 
developed, and manufacturing dates assigned to each refinish colonsoat com )osition 
that indicates the manufacture dates for which that particular refinish compos|ion is 
applicable; and, 

(d) identifying the refinish colorcoat composition in the database that n- atches 
the paint code, model year, manufacturing site, and manufacture date extract!^ from 
the vehicle, thereby revealing the refinish colorcoat composition that matches the 
color and color effect of the vehicle's original finish. 



4, (Original) 
under a program. 



The method of claim 3 as practiced by a computer acting 



5, (Previously Amended) A computer-controlled method for 

determining a refinish colorcoat composition, suited for refinishing monocoat, 
clearcoat/colorcoat, and tricoat finishes of vehicles, that matches the color an(| color 
effect of the vehicle's original finish within an acceptable color tolerance, whicf i 
comprises in any workable order; 

(a) inputting only the following data into a computer configured to n3cei\|[e such 
information: 

(i) the vehicle's VIN (vehicle identification number)? 
(if) the manufacturer's paint code for the vehicle in question 

(b) processing the input data by extracting from the VIN number the chs racters 
in the positions that indicate, at least, the model year and site of manufacture ior the 
vehicle being refinished, and placing these characters in a VIN id string; 

(c) accessing a computer-readable data file that contains the manufacti rer's 
paint codes, refinish data assigned to each paint code that indicates all the approved 
matching refinish colorcoat compositions created for that particular paint code, and a 
VIN id string assigned to each refinish colorcoat composition that indicates, at east, 
the model year and manufacturing site for which that particular refinish colorcoat 
composition was developed; 

(d) executing a search for a refinish colorcoat composition in the compu ;er- 
readable data file that has assigned thereto a paint code and a VIN id string th|t 
match both the paint code and VIN id string of the vehicle in question; 
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(e) displaying in human-readable form the refinish colorcoat compositic n 
uncovered in the search, thereby revealing the refinish colorcoat composition that 
matches the color and color effect of the original finish of the vehicle in questitn 
within an acceptable color tolerance. 

6, (Previously Amended) The method of claim 5, further comp jising: 

(f) preparing an actual refinish colorcoat composition from the composition 



displayed; and, 

(g) applying the prepared refinish colorcoat composition to an area 
vehicle requiring repair or refinishing. 



)f the 



7. (Previously Amended) A computer-controlled method for 

determining a refinish colorcoat composition, suited for refinishing monocoat, 
clearcoat/oolorcoat, and tricoat finishes of vehicles, that matches the color anc color 
eflect of the vehicle's original finish vwthin an acceptable color tolerance, which 
comprises in any workable order: 

(a) inputting only the following data into a computer configured to receiN ^ such 
information: 

(i) the vehicle's VIN (vehicle identification number); 

(ii) the manufacturer's paint code for the vehicle in question; 

(iii) the vehicle's manufacture date; 

(b) processing the input data by extracting from the VIN number the 
characters in the positions that indicate, at least, the model year and site of 
manufacture for the vehicle being refinished, and placing these characters in a VIN id 
string: 

(c) accessing a computer-readable data file that contains the 
manufacturer's paint codes, refinish data assigned to each paint code that indilates 
all the approved matching refinish colorcoat compositions created for that parti ?ular 
paint code, a VIN Id string assigned to each refinish colorcoat composition that 
indicates^ at least the model year and manufacturing site for which that particu ar 
refinish colorcoat composition was developed; and manufacturing dates assigned to 
each refinish colorcoat composition that indicates the manufacture dates for wf ich 
that particular refinish composition is applicable; 
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(d) execLfting a search for a refinish cororcoat composition in the colnputer- 
readable data file that has assigned thereto a paint code, a VIN id string, and p 
manufacturing date that match both the paint code, VIN id string, and the 
manufacturing date of the vehicle in question; 

(e) displaying in human-readable form the refinish colorcoat compo4ition 
uncovered in the search, thereby revealing the refinish colorcoat composition ihat 
matches the color and color effect of the original finish of the vehicle in questi|n 
within an acceptable color tolerance, 

8. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

(f) preparing an actual refinish colorcoat composition from the composition 
displayed; and, 

(g) applying the prepared refinish colorcoat composition to an area of the 
vehicle requiring repair or refinfshing. 

9. (Original) A computer system for retrieving a refinish colorco4t 
composition that matches the color and color effect of the vehicle's original finish, 
which comprises a computer that periderms the method of claim 1. 

1 0. (Original) A computer system for retrieving a refinish colorcoat 
composition that matches ttie color and color effect of the vehicle's original finr jh, 
which comprises a computer that perfomis the method of claim 3, 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for detennining a refinish colorcoa 
composition that matches the color and color effect of a vehicle's original finish, which 
comprises in any wori<able order: 

(a) ascertaining only the manufacturer's paint code, model year, site of 
manufacture, and optionally date of manufacture of a vehicle needing reffnishir g m 
©Fdef to identify the matching refinish colorcoat composition; 

- (b) searching a database of refinish colorcoat compositions wherein eadh 
refinish composition in the database has assigned thereto a manufecture's pair t 
code, a vehicle model year, a vehicle site of manufacture, and optionally a vehjcle 
manufacture date; and, 

(c) identifying the refinish colorcoat composition in the database that matches 
the paint code, model year, manufacturing site, and optionally manufacturing dlte 
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extracted from the vehide, thereby revealing the refinish colorcoat composition 
matches the color and color effect of the vehicle's original finish. 



12. (Original) 
under a program. 



The method of claim 1 1 as practiced by a compute 



1 3. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the model year anlM site 

of manufacture are ascertained from the VIN (vehicle identification number). 
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